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RELATIVE TO 
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AYLETT, a Surgeon and Apothecary of 
Windſor, during their Attendance on Mr. 
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& URING your late illneſs, to 
have troubled you unneceſſa- 
rily would have been unpar- 
donable in me who was too 
well acquainted with your ſuf- 
ferings : but as I can now congratulate you 
on your happy rechvery, I am convinced you 
will excuſe my requeſting the favour of you 
to peruſe the incloſed narrative; and if I am 
miſ-informed in any particular, relative to 
* yourſelf or family, that you will be ſo good 
as to cortect it. When thit is done, I muſt 
beg your permiſſion to publiſh it; as the moſt 
ſcandalous falſities have been propagated 
not only in your neighbourhood of Eton 
and Windſor, and the country towns adjacent ; 
but, alſo in the cities of London and West- 

B 2 minſier : 
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minſter: nay even the moſt diſtant parts of 
the kingdom have been furniſhed with libels 
intended to prejudice me in the eſteem of 
my brethren ; from whence you will eaſily 
ſee the neceſſity I am under to juſtify my 
conduct in this publick manner, by relat- 
ing facts as they were, I ſhall therefore de- 

cline any farther apology for the trouble I 
am giving you, rather flattering myſelf that 
you will receive pleaſure in doing juſtice to 
me on this occaſion; as the pretended cauſe 


of offence to Mr. Aylett was the obeying 
of your commands, 


I am, Sir, 


"Your very obedient 


and faithful humble Servant 


WILLIAM BROMFEILD. 


Conduit-Street, Hanoyer> 
Square, October 29, 1759. 


NaRRATTIVE of FACTS, &c. 


PPLICATION to the publick in 
matters of private concern, is, I am 
ſenſible, in itſelf extremely wrong, and par- 
ticularly where few can be ſuppoſed judges 
of the cauſe of controverſy. For this reaſon, 
and to prevent ſcandal to a profeſſion which 
has always ſuffer'd by diſputes amongſt its 
members, I would gladly have avoided 
publiſhing any thing on the preſent. oc- 
caſion: but the clamour which has impru- 
dently beenraiſed both here and in the coun- 
try, as well as the miſrepreſentations of facts 
during my late illneſs, will I hope be thought 
a ſufficient apology : eſpecially as I firſt en- 
deavour'd by all poſſible means to avoid it; 
and haveeven made myſelf appear rather inthe 
wrong in regard to the neglect of pundtilios, 
which gave offene to my * 
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On Tueſday May the 29th, I receiv'd a let. 
ter from Mr. Aylett, a Surgeon and Apothe- 
cary of Windſor, informing me that Mr. How- 
ard of Eton and himſelf defired my immedi- 
ate attendance at Mr. Benwell's, who had forc- 


ed the lower extremity of the Tibia through 


the Ligament of the joint. When I came to 
the patient's, I found both thoſe gentlemen 
there, who gave me a farther account of the 
accident, and of the ſtate in which they found 
the bone: they had replaced it, and ſup- 
ported the foot in a poſture that promiſed to 
be moſt ealy. 

The patient had been bled freely, and pro- 
perly treated in every other reſpect; on ex- 
amining the parts, what ought to be done ap- 
peared: extremely obvious. When we went 
down to conſult on the caſe, we were unani- 
mouſly of opinion, that nothing but amputa- 
tion of the limb could be attempted. Mr. Ay- 
lett propoſed to go up himſelf again to Mr. 
Benwell, and by degrees to make him ac- 
quainted with our ſentiments: he ſoon re- 
turn'd and told us Mr. Benwell defired ſome 
little time to conſider of it, and to ſettle his 
affairs; and that then he would let us 
know his determination. Mr. Aylett went 
to Windſor, I accompanied Mr. Howard to 

dine 
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dine with his family, and he then deſired 
1 vu, perform the operation if Mr. Ben- 
well conſented. I aſked him who was Mr. 
Benwells family Surgeon ? He anfwered, I 
am: I deſired to know farther, who on this 
occalion was firſt with the patient? And he 


anſwered I was there ſome time before Mr, 
Aylett came. 


That this gentleman was Mr. Howard's pa- 
tient, I dare ſay will not be denied by any 
one. 1 then told Mr, Howard, if it was his 
_ requeſt, I would take off the Limb for him: 
while we were at dinner, a ſervant came and 
told us: that Mr. Benwell had conſented to 
* have his leg cut off ; but particularly deſired 
e that Mr. Bromfeild would do it, and that 
& it might be don? as ſoon as poſſible.” This 
ineſſige I ſince am inform'd was delivered 
by Mr. Benwell to Dr. Brdle, and he ſent a 
ſervant with it to Mr, Howard. I ſent him 
word I would make all poſſible haſte ; but I 
deſired that Mr. Aylett might be acquainted 

with Mr. Benwoll's reſolution, and begg'd his 
immediate attendance: Mr, Howard and I 
directly began to prepare the dreſſings, ban- 
dages, &c. which while we were doing, Mr. 
Hartcup came from Mr. Benzell deſiring we 


would 
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would make as much haſte as poſſible, for 
Mr. Benwell was very impatient to have it 
over. 


I defired Mr, Howard to take an Ano- 
dyne draught with him; as the ſooner that 
was given after the operation the better. We 
then went to Mr, Benwell's with the appa- 
ratus. As ſoon as I came into the houſe, I 
was defired repeatedly by the relations and 
friends of Mr. Benwell, to make all poſſible 
haſte as he was in great anxiety. The 


dreſſings, inſtruments, &c. being all ready, 


as I had not an apron and ſleeves with me, 1 
aſked a young man that ſerved in the ſhop, 
if he could procure me ſomething by way of 


ſubſtitute, and he cut off ſome woollen cloth 


and pin'd it before me; I then expreſſed my 
wiſhes that Mr. Aylett would come, as the 
gentleman was ſo impatient : on which ſome 
of the people preſent ſaid he was at that 
time up ſtairs with Mr. Benwell. I defired 


he might be informed every thing was ready, 


and that we waited for him. 


When he came down he ſeemed much dif-- 


concerted, and ſaid he wonder'd to ſee me ſo 


equip'd, I told him Mr. Howard had deſired 


me to perform the operation for him, as Mr. 
 Benwell 


1. 


Benwell was his patient; but he anſwered if 
Mr. Howard did not chuſe to do it himſelf, 
he had no right to appoint another ; and that 
he ought to have been conſulted before I ac- 
cepted it. Some few altercations as to our 
private opinions on that ſubject follow'd; 
but I told him freely, that if he had a mind 
to take off the limb I ſhould moſt willingly 
reſign my pretenſions, as I would always 
gladly be excuſed from performing an opera- 
tion of that kind : but I added that I ſhould 
not compliment him on that occaſion to the 
prejudice of the patient, or agree to his do- 
ing it if I did not believe he was as capable 
as mylelf. | 


He then made many excuſes for preſſing 
the matter ſo far; and mention'd ſome parti- 
culars of the many enemies he had in that 
place, who would report things greatly to his 
prejudice if he ſhould not perform a part at 
leaſt in the operation: particularly that if any 
accident happened at Eton School, the maſ- 
ters might think meanly of a man who was 
not equal to an operation of that kind; but was 
obliged to ſend to London. Little perſuaſion was 
neceſſary to make me give up this point, to a 
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man whom I had on all octafibis endea- 
voured to ſerve; and who by doing it expect- 
ed ſome additional reputation, if it ſhould be 
attended wich ſucceſs. This indeed was not 
at that time very probable, as the muſcles 
were greatly contuſed and the patient of a 
full habit of body. 


My intentions to oblige this gentleman, 
and to ſerve him eſſentially by this conduct of 
mine, I perſwade myſelf cannot paſs unnoticed 
by any impartial perſon; for I never urged the 
natural plea, that I did not prepare myſelf 
for the operation as a perſon deputed by Mr, 
Howard, but at the particular deſire of Mr. 


| Benwell and his friends: which muſt have 


been unan{werable. 


As I was taking off the cloth from be- 
fore me, a gentleman came with a meſſage 
from Mr, Benwell, deliring once more we 
would be as expeditious as poſſible, for Mr. 
Benwell was now in extreme pain, I told 


him every thing. was ready, and we would 
wait on him immediately : the gentleman 


then added “gt Mr. Benwell inſſtedon Mr. 
Brom- 
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te Bromfeild's doing the operation,” I told 
him I would wait on Mr. Bentuell immedi- 
ately, and as ſoon as I had taken off the 
cloth that was before me, I went up ſtairs 
te and thank'd him for the onour be was pleaſ- 
* ed to do me in fixing on me to perform the 
te operation, but hoped as the gentlemen de Yo 
Jad already been with him were in eve) y 


e reſpeft equal to it, that he would permit 


* them to do it, and that I would give all ne- 
* cefſary aſſiſtance for his ſecurity, as other- 
e wiſe it might leſſen them in the eftcem of fa- 
te milies their in neighbourhood, Mr. Benwell 
te anſwered, that he did not ſee it could any ways 
* affett them, and that his friends had re- 
ce commended me ſo firongly to him, that he 
r inſiſted on my doing it myſelf.” Ab 


I thought this was not a time to urge 
matters farther : perhaps I had already ated 
too warmly the part of a friend to Mr. Aylett 
in this inſtance, I went down: I told Mr. 
Aylett what had paſſed ; and he then faid 
he would go up and ſpeak to Mr. Benwell 
himſelf. He oat up : and after ſome time he 
came down'*© and told me Mr. Benwell had de- 
* fired us to ſettle it among ji our clues.” 


C 2 I then 
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I then aſked him what part he would 
chuſe to do in the operation ? he ſaid he ſhould 
be glad to cut thro' the integuments and muſ- 
cles ; that I ſhould divide the fleſh between 
the bones, and remove the perioſteum, that 
he would ſaw thro' the bones; and that I 
ſhould ſecure the blood veſſels; which, fays 
he, every one knows isthe principal part of the 
operation, All this was agreed on, and Mr. 
Aylett then ſaid he made no doubt but that 
under my auſpices he ſhould do it well 
enough : he added that he could not blame 
Mr. Benwell, for defiring me to perform the 
operation, for had he been in ſuch a caſe him- 
ſelf he ſhould certainly have fixed on me 
for his operator, 


We now proceeded: Mr. Howard and I 
ſecured the tourniquet, and pull'd back the 
fkin and muſcles, while Mr. Aylett perform- 
ed the parts he had choſe in the manner be- 
forementioned. The operation finiſhed and the 
patient in bed, we withdrew to another room : 


und at this time I thought Mr. Ayl:7t ſeem'd 


greatly pleaſed with my conduct. We were all 
ſee m- 
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ſcemingly on the moſt friendly terms ; and we 
appointed the Friday following for my coming 
to Eton again. The Anodyne was given, Mr. 
Aylett was told of what it was compoſed, and 


he approved it. I directed Mr. Aylett'sjourney- 


man keephis hand conſtantly on the ſtump; and 
that when he was tired my young man-ſhould 
take his place. Mr. Aylett ſaid there would 
be no occaſion for my young gentleman to 
ſtay ; for he could depend on his ſervant who 
had lived with him many years: I told him 
1 meant no more than for ſome one to aſſiſt 
him when he ſhould be tired; and that if 
he diſapproved my young gentleman s ſtay- 


ing, I would take him home with me. He 
then ſaid if I would ſpare him he might ſtay. 


I begg'd to hear by the coach the next morn- 


ing what kind of night Mr. Benwell paſſed, 
and how he had found himſelf after the 


operation. | 


I received an account from Mr. Hart- 


cup my young gentleman the next morn- 


ing, which was as favourable as could be, 


On the Friday I went down, I was there 


about two o'clock : as ſoon as I arrived, I ſent 
Mr. 


L 


Mr. Aylett word that I was come; and the 
| meſſenger brought for anſwer, © he had 4 
1 « friend at dinner with him, and as I was to 

1 * dine at Mr. Benwell's he defired I would dine 4 

« before we did any thing, and he would come 4 

«=. don by the time he thought dinner would be 4 

«over, and then we would dreſs the ſtump toge- 1 

» * ther.” Mr. Benwell was extremely offended 
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at this anſwer: I ſaw it diſturbed him greatly, © 
o he ſaid, Mr. Aylett ought to have been there to 
1 have met me, as Icame from London; or atleaſt 
he might have come with the ſervant when ; 
ö he was ſent for: a ſecond meſſenger was diſ- f 
t patched to Mr. Ayleit, who brought word I 
4: he would be there ſoon, but as he did not 
14 return with the man. Mr. Benwell ſaid that 
bo be did not care whether he came or not: ; 
14 « be then inſiſted on being immediately dreſs'd 1 
1 | * as be was in great pain, and lay very wet 3 
|: *1 from the diſcharge; ** which was likewiſe I 
4 extremely offenſive ; it being very hot wea- I 
18 ther, and the ' pillow hard and dry. He 2 
Fl would not, be refuſed. I would have wait. 3 


ed for Mr. Aylett, but Mr. Benw-ll was 3 

fo much agitated, that by the perſuaſion of 

Mr. Howard, who was his proper Surgeon, 
I thought 


with the diſcharge. Mr. Benuell then told 
Him alſo that Mr. Howard was always his 


well replied he ſhould be always glad to fee 
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I thought it more prudent to break thro* a 
punctilio in our general form, and do what 
might have been thought irregular amongſt 
ftrangers, than to riſque the conſequences of 
Mr. Benuell's hurrying himſelf more. 


The bandages and outer dreſſings were 
removed, clean ones were put on; and a freſn 


pillow was placed to ſupport the ſtump. 
when it was nearly finiſhed Mr. Aylett came: 


I then told him we had not taker off the firſt 
applications; only removed what was offen- 
ſive and endeavoured to lay the patient eaſy by 
changing the foul pillow, which was hard 


Surgeon, and that he was to dreſs him for 
the future: on this, I ſaid to Mr. Benuell in 


the preſence of Mr. Aylett and Mr. Howard; 


* nevertheleſs Sir, Mr. Aylett ſhould certainly 
* attend the dreſſings : to which Mr. Ben- 


Mr. Ayletf : Mr. Aylett ſaid he wiſh'd 
him well; and would wait on him wherj- 
ever he had occaſion for him. We went 
down together; and Mr. Aylett deſired to 

| _ ſpeak 
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ſpeak with me. We walked a tur or two in 


Ct WJ 


the garden, and he told me ſomething 
ſeem'd to him wrong throughout this whole 


affair: that I ſhould not have accepted Mr. 
Howard's deputation without his conſent: for 


me to perform the operation ; that my young 
gentleman had at firſt refus'd telling his jour- 
neyman what a purging draught was, which 
had been given the patient, and the compoſi- 


tion of which he ſuppoſed was refuſedtobe told, 


by my order; and that my treatment of him 
as that day was indeed what he expected, 
from foregoing circumſtances. In anſwer to 
all this, I told him that 1 could not think 


| myſelf to have done any thing wrong in any 


part of this proceeding : neither had there 


been any diſreſpect or affront intended againſt 


him; and that my young man had no ſuch 
orders from me. He ſaid as we were not of 
the ſame opinion, it would be proper there 
ſhould be a meeting of ſome friends who 


were of the profeſſion to determine it: and if 


he found he was miſtaken he ſhould aſk my 
Pardon. He then went away. 


As 1 was at dinner, a EE LR came in 
a yh told me that Mr. Aylett on being aſked 
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how Mr. Benwell did? ſaid with warmth, he 
was not Mr. Benwell's Surgeon ; and that he 
was diſcharged. I anſwered mat muſt be a 


miſtake of Mr. Aylett's: however I immedi- 
ately waited on Mr. Benwell, and told him 
that Mr. Aylett looked on himſelf as diſ- 
miſſed from any future attendance; and that it 
was not a proper thing by any mears to dif- 
continue him from attending, tho' Mr. Hows- 
ard was to act as his dreſſing Surgeon. To 
this Mr. Benwell anſwered that he never in- 
tended to diſmiſs Mr. Aylett: I then came 
down and - told the gentleman what Mr. Ben- 
well had ſaid, and defired he would inform 
Mr. Aylett of it; which he promiſed to do. 


The Sunday following I went to Eton 
again; and on my arrival, I immediately ſent 
for Mr. Aylett. While the meſſenger was gone, 
his journeyman came to me, and told me his 
maſter was to dine at Sir Edward Walpole's, 
but would be glad to ſee me after dinner, 
at any place I would appoint : I deſired him 
to acquaint his maſter I would wait till he 
came to dreſs Mr. Benwell, if he would 
come as ſoon as he had dined: the young 
| n D . man 


18 J 


man went to his maſter, and brought word 


he would meet me at the Chrifopher Tavern, 
or any other place I would appoint. I went 
to the Cbriſtopber; where we diſſented, as to the 
former points : he told me likewiſe that on con- 
ſulting his friends, as to the particulart, he was 
told they were great ſlights, and implied a con- 
tempt of him: by which he would certainly 


be hurt in his profeſſion: and that the world 
would conclude him ignorant. I told him I 
could not ſee the thing at all in that light; 
and I affur'd him nothing of that kind was 
ever intended by me. As I had a poſt chaiſe 
with a perſon waiting in it for me, I told 


him I muſt then take my leave; but that 1 
ſhould be there again the next Oo _ 
would ſend to him. 


The next day, while the poſt chaiſe was 
waiting at the door to carry me to Eton, 


1 wrote a letter to Mr. Aylett, recapitulating 


exactly the whole affair; and deſired that 


as no injury whatever was intended him, 


all miſunderſtandings might be forgot; and 


that as I had found him and Mr. Hu. 


ard on my firſt viſit jointly concern'd for 
Mr. Bua; I might ſee them ſo again 


be- 
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Before I left Eton: and hoped that the 
reſt of the cure might be perform'd with 
harmony of all parties: for that diſputes 
of this kind diſgrace the profeſſion iff ge- 
neral; and ſerve no other purpoſe but a- 
muſement to the public, who turn both 
the diſputants always to ridicule. This did 
not prove ſatisfactory; for ſoon after I tre- 
ceived a letter from Mr, Aylett, in which 
he alledged that ** he could not but think my 
* conduct as to ſome eſſential rights in buſi- 
* neſs, had been irregular at leaſt Parti cu- 
* larly in the following points : firſt i in my. 
* accepting and attempting to put in prac- 
e tice My.Howard's deputation to me to pe- 
* rate for him, without aſking bis conſent; 
« ſecondly, in directing and giving medicines 
« without his concurrence or knowledge; and 
i thirdly in my removing tbe firſt dreſſings 
© without his being preſent. = 


In anſwer to this, I wrote him . 
that: © on re- conſidering what he had taken 
* amiſs in my conduct at Mr. Benwell's, I 
* wasſenſible, that according to the puncti- | 
© los of politeneſs, which in ſtrictneſs might 
« be inſiſted on by gentlemen of the. pro- 
D 2 <« feflion. 
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feſſion. I had taken a liberty which J 
could not juſtify on ſo flight a friendſhip 
as I now perceived, ſubſiſted between us; 
* and as it was an error, without any de- 
e fign to injure him, I ſhould have no 
objection to acknowledge it 'as ſuch, in 
i the preſence of any friends of his, and 
* mine; and aſk his pardon for it: as noth- 
ing would give me greater pleaſure than 


* 
* 


- 
* 
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* to be on the uſual terms of friendſhip- 


with him. 


The next Sunday afternoon was fixed for 


our meeting at the Chri/topher : Mr. Pit 
who dined that day at Mr. Benwel/'s, was ſo 
obliging as to go with me; and Dr. Lucas of 
Windſor, and the Rev. Dr. Graham came 
as friends of Mr. Ayletft, A written 
paper was then produced by Mr. Aylett *. 
He 
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1. * I acknowledge my conduct towards Mr. Aylett, 
relative to ſome eflential forms of buſineſs was irre- 
gular ; and that I did not intend him any injury or 
affront. | 
2. That I had no pretenſion to take off Mr. Benwell's 
leg, on the ſole deputation of Mr. Howard without 
Mr. Aylett's concurrence ; nor ought any medicines 
to have been given without his approbation. | 


That 


* . 
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He aſked me if I had any objeQion te 
this? I told: him; that, as to medicines 
none had been given by my direction but 
the Anodyne draught, which was brought 
by Mr. H:ward; and that I had acquaint- 
ed him with the compoſition of it; which 
he had approved: he ſaid that was very 
true ; but it was nat till after it had been 
given the patient, I anſwered that I really 
could not charge myſelf with that; but I 
Imagined it had not been given till he had 
known of it: to this he declared upon 
his honour it was : I acknowledged then 
that was wrong, tho' without defign. I 
told him I ſhould allow that theſc little 
points of my conduct were irregular, tho 
without any intent either to affront or in- 
jure him, in the leaſt, in his profeſſion. 
He then aſked me if I had any objection 
to ſign the paper which he brought: I told 
him not in the leaſt ; for that I never ſaid 
any thing, I would not ſet my hand to. 
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3. That I ought not to have dreſſed the ſtump the 
firſt time without Mr. Ijlett's being preſent. 


I fign'd 


G2 ] 

I fign'd it : and concluded all miſunder- 

ſtandings were cleared up; and that ſuf- 
ficient ſatisfaction was given for any ſup- 
poſed ſlight that Mr. Aylett had received 
from me. I believe the. company thought 
we were on terms of friendſhip again, Dr. 
Lucas obſerved it was much the beſt way, 
reconcile matters in an amicable manner, 

” all diſputes of this nature injur'd the pro- 
feſſion, I then told the gentlemen preſent, 
that h Mr. Aylett was ſatisfied, I was not 
« yet perfectly ſo; for as he had withdrawn 
* his attendance on Mr, Benwell from ap- 
* poſed flights that ] had ſteun him in his 
* profeſſion, I muſt now inſiſt that he would 
« go on jointly in the cure with Mr. How- 
« ard as all objeftions were now removed : ” 
Mr. Aylett conſented, and I believe the gen- 
tlemen preſent were well convinced of my 
friendly intentions towards him. I wentim- 
mediately to Mr. Benwell, and made uſe of 
all the arguments in my power to prevail on 
him to accept Mr, Aylett again as one of 
his Surgeons: but all the intreaties I cou'd 
think of were uſeleſs : he grew warm at 
length, and ſaid he would not refuſe me any 
thing 


4 


thing elſe; every thing he had in the world 
vas at my diſpoſal; but that: ſuch had been 
Mr. Aylett's behaviour from the firſt of bis 
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« attending him, to his withdrawing bim. 


« ſelf from him, that be had reſolved not to 


t Jet him come near him again, even were it to 
, JE bis je * 5 


I little ade to have met with ſuch 


a determin'd denial, when I aſked this as 4 


favour ; and added it was the only one 1 
would ever requeſt of him. When I re- 
turned to the Chri/topher, I told them I was 
very ſorry that I had no better ſucceſs : and 


Mr. Aylett then thank'd me for my good 
intention. | 


922 Could any one imagine after being ac- 


quainted with theſe facts, that Mr. Aylett 
would have choſe a revival of the ſubject? 


eſpecially as his chirurgical honour 1 


been 2 o fully. 


I muſt now beg leave to make a few 
ſhort remarks on the points complained of 


by Mr. _ and ſhall take ſhame to my- 
ſelf 


* 
——_ «„ — - —— 


1 
ſelf for an act of weakneſs in ſigning the juſt 
mentioned paper: yet perhaps the humane 
will not blame me when the motiyes that 
prompted me to it are explained. 


In the firſt place I have acknowledged 
* that I had no pretenſions to take off Mr. 
« Benwell's leg, on the ſole deputation of 
« Mr. Howard, without Mr. Aylett's con- 
* currence.” This was the only point on 
which we had any altercation at our fitſt 


/ 


meeting; and tho' we differ'd in opinion, I 


was. by no means obſtinate in my ſenti- 


ments. When I found Mr. Aylett had a mind 
to perform the operation, I did not tell him 
that my authority for being. prefered 
70 operate was not derived from Mr, Hœto- 
ard's right of deputation, but from the par- 
ticular requeſt of Mr. Benwell, and his friends, 
who had ſent likewiſe repeated meſſages to 
me to make all poſſible haſte, as he was in 
great pain and anxiety. Inſtead of urging 
theſe pretenſions, I immediately took off 


the cloth, that was pin'd before me, and 


told him, how chearfully I thould always 


reſign performing an operation of that kind, | 


where 


25 ] 
where I thought my patient was as well in 
the — of another “. 


Would any one believe ſuch an advantage 
could be attempted to be taken of this 
friendly indulgence of mine, in permit. 
ting him to perform a part in the operation, 
to give him credit, and in not inſiſting on 
the patient's indiſputable right to nominate 
whom he pleaſed; as that it ſhould be ſaid 
at our laſt meeting, if Mr. Bromfeild had 
© ſaid he was to take off the limb by the 
ee defire of Mr Benwell and his friends, no 


more could have been faid;” Mr. Pitt, 


the neareſt relation to Mr. Benuell was pre- 
ſent at this laſt meeting, and ſaid: Sir, I 
told you Mr. Benwell inſiſted that Mr. 
Bromfeild ſhould perform the operation. 
What was his anſwer? I chuſe to decline 
naming it. 


I could have added another name or two 
who delivered the ſame meſſage in his pre- 
ſence: + but when he Was told ſo 84 them, | 


* Vide Pp. 9. E + Videp 1 4 
an 
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and by me on my return from Mr. Ben- 
well after my expoſtulating with him to 


permit Mr. Aylett to perform the operation, 
inſtead of a decent acquieſcence in the pati- 
ent's determination, ſent by repeated meſſen- 
gers; he anſwered he would go up himſelf, 


and would ſpeak again to Mr, Benwell before 


he gave it up. 


On his return, he informed me that 
Mr. Benwel! had conſented that we ſhould 
ſettle among ourſelves what part each 
ſhould take in the operation®, Every one 
will be ſurpriſed when I relate what was 
the fact: namely, that Mr. Benwell was ſo 
far from conſenting to Mr. Aylett's doing 


any pact of the operation, that he has fre- 


quently fince he knew it, declared, that he 


believed he ſhould have ſunk under it, had 


he thought Mr. Aylett had done any part 
of it. 


If this be true. I hope Mr. Aylett will 
make the proper excuſes to Mr. Benwell for 
my accepting to perform only part of the 
eration, when I had promiſed him a few 


| * Vidop. 13. 
; mi- 


— 
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minutes before to do the whole. The ſe- 
Cond article is: “ that no medicine ought to 
* have been given without (Mr. Aylett's) ap- 
* probation,” at our meeting with our friends 
I objected to this article; declaring, that I 
never directed any medicine whatever to be 
given except the anodyne draught, and that 
I imagined I had told him the compoſition 
of it, before the patient took it: to this he 
faid upon his honour he did not know it 
till after it was given. | 


Mr. Hciward and Mr. Hartcup both de- 
Clare, that if Mr. Aylett will recollect him- 
ſelf a little he will find, that it was not 
given till after we return'd from waſhing 
our hands; therefore he muſt be miſtaken, 
for almoſt as ſoon as we went into the other 
room from the operation, I told Mr. Ay- 


lett that Mr. Howard had made ſuch an 


anodyne draught, which he approved of : 
but allowing the opiate had been given as 
ſoon as poſſible after the op:-ration, ought not 
this to have been done? and would not any 
man who had a regard for his patient's wel- 
fare have given a check to an emotion 
8-8 pride, 


[ 28 ] 
pride, had he felt any on ſuch an occaſion ; 
and have ſaid, T am obliged to you Sir for 
thinking of it, it had eſcaped me in my 
hurry. In reality this cauſe of complaint 
was introduc'd but two days before our 
meeting for an accommodation: I never 
heard of any other accuſation againſt me at 
any of our former meetings, but that of 
accepting Mr. Howard's deputation, and 
dreſſing the limb the firſt time without Mr. 
Aylett's being preſent, 


The third and laſt accuſation of irregula- 


rity relative to ſome eſſential forms of bufi- 
neſs committed by me was he dreſſing of 
Mr. Benwell's limb the firſt time witheut Mr. 
Aylett's Being prcſent. I readily allow'd this 
to be a breach of a punctilio uſually obferv'd 
by gentlemen of the profeſſion: the fact was 
ſo, but why I did fo very unpolite a thing, 
did not appear upon the face of the articles, If 
we look back to p. 14. it will be found that 
the patient himſelf inſiſted on its being im- 
mediately done, as Mr. Aylett did not come 
with the meſſengers: Mr. Howard, whole pa- 

| | _trent 
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tient Mr. Benwell was, deſired alſo that it 


might be done immediately ; and Mr. Ben- 
well has ſince declar'd if I had not, Mr. Ho- 
ard and the people about him, ſhould have 
done it directly. It is alſo true from the hur- 
ry of ſpirits Mr. Aylelt's meſſage had occa- 
fioned in Mr. Benwell I thought it prudent 
to comply with what he inſiſted on; and 
had there not been an intimacy between 
Mr. Aylett and me, I ſhould certainly have 
thrown the office on Mr. Howard as his pro- 
per Surgeon; but if my doing it to oblige 
the patient was a liberty taken from the ſup- 
poſed right of frier dſhip, and I am miſtaken, 
I cannot but obſerve that I was drawn into it» 
by Mr. Aylett's own behaviour; for nothing 
but the ſame pretenſions could have made 
Mr. Aylett ſend me the meſſage he did. Had 
I been a ſtranger to him and ſent for from 
London for my opinion, he certainly would 
have come back immediately with the firſt 
meſſenger ; but the patient's will under the 
circumſtances abovementioned, and his dreſ- 
ſing Surgeon thinking a farther delay might 
be injurious to him will I apprehend appear 
ſufficient juſtification of my conduct, as to 


this 


0-3 1 
this particular: and I flatter myſelf had Mr. 
Aylett's friends been acquainted with the _ 
facts I have now mention'd, they would have 
thought it a moſt unreaſonable requeſt of 
Mr. Aylett to aſk me to ſign a paper acknow- 
ledging irregularities in my conduct, as to 
ſome punctilios uſually obſerved by gentle- 
men of the profeſſion, in reſpe& to each 
other; when I was not to blame in any one 
inſtance ; as mult be ſeen, now the points al- 4 
ledged as wrong, are explained. The natural 
queſtions now will be, why did you not ex- 
plain the facts before? and why did you fign 


the paper? 


It was at firſt my intention to explain the _ 
articles of accuſation againſt me to the gen- 
tlemen preſent; but was ſaid there had been ; 
too much altercation already on the ſubject, 
that we now perfectly underſtood each 
other, and, that the purport of their meeting 
was to accommodate matters; and therefore 
it would be better to ſay no more on the ſub- 4 
ject. I the more readily aſſented to this, 
as it grew late, and I had a perſon in the poſt 
chaiſe at the door waiting for me to go to 
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London: therefore without conſidering the 


conſequences, and not being in the leaſt ap- 
prehenlive ot che ill uſe that would be made 
of what I did, prompted by good nature ex- 
tended to folly, I fign'd the paper : which 
ſeem'd to me as torn from a letter, and in- 
tended to ſerve only fur a memorandum of 
the points in which he thought I had acted 
irregularly towards him as a Surgeon. 


The ſigning this was a work of ſuperer- 
rogation, as he deſited me only either to ac- 
knowledge them as irregular, and without 
any deſign to affront or injure him in his pro- 
feſſion before ſome of our friends; or to give 
it in writing. As TI gave my conſent to the 
articles as read, I could ccrtainly have refuſed 
ſigning them ; but my friendſhip for Mr. 
Aylett at that time was ſuch that I would 
have taken any ſtep to have removed the 
prejudices he had incurr'd, thro' warmth of 
temper, from ſeveral perſons in his neigh- 


bourhood ; eſpecially as I look'd on myſelf 
in ſome meaſure the cauſe, as he had luok'd 
on my behaviour towards him in an impro- 


per light, and in conſequence had with- 


drawn himſelf from attending cn Mr. Ben- 
well, Had he aſk'd me to have done any 


thing 


CF. 
thing elſe that J thought could have ſerv'd 
him, I ſhould not hen have refuſed him; 
but had I imagined that letters were to have 
been ſent all over London, and copies of the 
paper ſign'd by me with additions tranſmitted 
to every coffee - houſc and ale-houſe in town 
and country, by agents employ'd for that 
purpoſe, it would not have been ſo cafily 
obtained. But this is ſo mean and deſpica- 
ble that it's beneath my farther notice. 4 


Nothing but the greateſt weakneſs, join- 
ed with the higheſt degree of ingratitude, 
I ſhould think, could have prevailed on any 
one to have taken ſuch ſteps, after the many 
civilities and friendly acts I had done him; 
not only throughout the whole of this 
tranſaction, but on every other occaſion | 
that offer'd ſince our firſt acquaintance, I 
certainly ſhall be blam'd for making a- 
ny conceſſions when I was not culpable, 
but on the contrary had been endeavour- 
ing to ſerve this man to the utmoſt of my 
power: but when it is conſider'd what 
was then, and wou'd conſtantly have been 
*c'amour'd againſt me, I flatter myſelf any 

| | | other 


1 
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ther perſon in the ſame circumſtances, would 
have acted as I did. | 


It was faid every where that Mr. Aylett 
wrote me the letter to invite me down ; and 
that afterwards I prepared myſelf to do the 
operation without his knowledge : and 
laſtly, that I took off the dreſſings the 
firſt time from the ſtump without his be- 
ing preſent. I wa- likewiſe charged with 
want of candour, and being ungenerous 
to a friend who had call'd me in; that 
ſuch proceedings were irregular between 
gentlemen of the faculty; and conſequently 
that Mr. Ayletf as a man who was tenaci- 
ous of the honour of the profeſſion, was 
oblig'd to withdraw himſelf from attending 
any longer in a family where ſuch flights had 


5 1 4 
. I. 0 - . 
= en put on him 
= — * 
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That Mr. Aylett, wrote the letter to me 
is very true, but it is alſo true that he did 
not propoſe me to Mr. Benwell's friends, 
but only did the office of ſecretary to Mr. 


Howard (who did name me to them 


for my aſſiſtance) while he was employ- 
* 5 


L321. 4 

ed in bleeding the patient; as to the other * 
points, tho' they are ſufficiently explain d 1 4 
here, yet at the time of our meeting at the 
Chriſtopher they were not. | | 
Would not one imagine by t this extraor- 
dinary behaviour, that the courage of Mr. 
Aylett had been call'd in queſtion, and that 
theſe ſteps were neceſſary for his Juſtification? 1 
or rather does not this appear to be an ignis 
| fatuus, to take off the attention of thoſe to 
whom Mr. Benwell's friends had complain'd 
of his inhumanity, in conteſting a point of 
that nature, when the poor gentleman was 
waiting with the greateſt anxiety for the ope- 
ration to be perform'd ? As alſo in his diſ- 3 
crediting every relater of Mr. BenwelPs deter- 
mination that I ſhould perform the operation 
for him : and laſtly, attacking him under 
theſe circumſtances for himſelf to do it; which 
Mr. Benwell abſolutely refus d, and 1010 him 
he inſiſted on my doing the operation: not- 
withſtanding which, that he ſhould inform 
me that Mr. Benwell had conſented, that we 
ſhould ſettle it amongſt ourſelves, what part 
MS + . each 
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each ſhould do in the operation, and perſiſt- 


dae d in the cruelty to do it? 

” 3 Theſe I find were the complaints apainſt 
HM Mr. Aylett. How far the method he has 
| taken has remov'd them, he beſt can tell: 
* 0 q | 

+ FF 1 ownI cannot conceive tbat it at all con- 
. cern'd the publick in general, or Mr. Ben- 
> = well and his friends in particular, whether 


| 3 every punctilio of the profeſſion had been 
= nicely obſerv'd between us or not; provided 


we had both done our duty. I ſhall only ob- 

d ſerve that had I in reality inadvertently com- 

of > mitted the irregularities he had put down on 2 
his paper, and acknowledged them as errors, 

* 'Y tho' without deſign, in the preſence of one or . 


more gentlemen this would have been fatif- 
factory to a man of the niceſt honour, What 
ingratitude muſt it then be in a man who 
knew that every ſtep I took contrary to what 
he would wiſh was no act of mine, but the 
immediate order of Mr. Benwell and his 
friends; and who could not but ſee, that all 
my endeavours were to take off the clamour 
that was raiſed againſt him by his enemies, 
and to reconcile him to the favour of Mr. Ben- 
| he wel? 
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35 
well? Had I been more ſucceſcful, I fancy ? 
ſhould not have been laid under the neceſſity 
of this juſtification of my conduct. 


That the friends of Mr. Ayleit ſhould by 
all means endeavour to diſculpate him from 
the charge made by Mr. Benwell's relations 
and ſriends which arraign'd his humanity is 
natural; and it might be excuſed had they 
attempted to divert the attention of his enemies 
from the object they thought would moſt 
injure him, by producing the paper ſigned 
by me: but that men who are aiming at any 
degree of eminence in their profcfſion as 
Surgeons, ſhould be inliſted in his company 
of defamers, is to me aſtoniſhing ; yet ſuch I 
am informed there are, who being, wrote to, 
with a copy of the articles of irregularities 
incloſed, have been privately handing them 
about, intending to prejudice me with my 
brethren. Would not any man who from his 
profeſſion would wiſh to be look'd on as a 
gentleman, on receiving ſuch a letter, have 
endeavoured, firſt to inform himſelf of the 
fact from the perſon reflected on, if known 
to him? And if Iam rightly inform'd, there 

are 


17 

are among them perſons whom I have eſ- 
ſentially ſerved, and to whom I have on all 
occaſions ſhewn the greateſt civilities. If ſo, 
I think, if they have any feeling, this mark 
of my contempt of ſuch behaviour will be 
ſufficiently galling; eſpecially to men whoſe 
ſelf ſufficiency, is their predominant: and 
the more now they have found how much 
ſych behaviour is diſcountenanced by every 
man truly eminent in the profetian. 


I have yot one apology to make, which 
is to the publick, for giving them this trou- 
ble relating to a private tranſaction; and I 
find this the more neceſſary, as my friends 
in the profeſſion are pleaſed to think I ſhould 
not have condeſcended to do it : but it was 
my deſire that the truth ſhould be made pub- 
lick, where falſhood had been ſo carefully 
propagated. If there wants a confirmation 
of the facts, the following letter from the 
gentleman himſelf contains one ſo effectual, 
that after it, I can take no farther notice of 
what may be urged by any one. 


FINIS. 
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WILLIAM BROMFEILD, Efq; 


ix gg 


CoONDUIT-STREET. 


SIR, 


7 am favour d with your letter, and the nar- 
rative of your conduct in reſpect to Mr. 
Aylett: I cannot ſay I was totally unacquaint- 
with his behawiour either to you or me, le- 
fore the arrival of your packet; and 1 bluſh to 
think that there 1s a perfor fo void of huma- 
nity as he has ſhewn himſelf to be, by his con- 
duct towards me during my greateſt diſtreſs, 
and his ingratitude to you for repeated endea- 
vous to ſerve him in my family during his at- 
tendance on me; as well as your friendly good 
offices in perſuading me to permit him to at- 
tend me again, after he had withdrawn him- 
felf, becauſe I inſiſted on Mr. Howard's dreſ- 
ling me for the future, who I told him was al- 
ways my Surgeon; tho" nevertheleſs, I ſhould 
be glad to ſee him. Believe me Sir, I was not 
a little ſhocked when I was firft told that 
Mr. Aylett had taked off my limb, as till then 
F thoroughly believed that you had perform- 
ed the whole operation, To think that a 
| man 
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1 
man could have the hardineſs to impoſe on you 
the greateſt falſity ſurpriſes me; for, ſo far 
From giving my conſent to his doing any part 
of the operation, that I told him I bad inſiſt- 
ed on your ding it; on which he ſaid he muſt 


then take his leave, and went down ſtairs: and 


T do declare that had I thought be had à 
knife in bis hand employed on me, I do be- 


lieve I ſhould have ſunk under the operation. 


Could any one imagine I ſhould have 
been ſo weak as not to take the advan- 
tages of your hand, whoſe character was 
well known to every one of my friends who 
were then preſent, and whom Mr, Aylett him- 
ſelf had, not two hours before, recommended to 
me for your great abilities in your profeſſion,when 
he was perſuading me to conſent to the taking 
off of my limb? It is impoſſible that any man's 
vanity can carry him ſo far as to ſuppoſe that 
an operation of that kind can be ſo well per- 
Formed by any private practitioner, who poſ- 
fubly may net do it, five times in his whole 
life; as by one who is under a neceſſity of doing 


it in an hoſpital, probably as many times in 
a Week. | 


I have read the narrative with great care 


and attention to my whole family, who were 
better acquainted than I, with what paſſed 
below ſtairs. And they declare every circum- 
tance related by you is fact, and are ready 


to give their oaths as to the truth if required. 


Dou 
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Nu are extremely wellcome to make what 
uſe of this letter yon think proper, for 
T fhou'd be equally liable to the reproach- 
ul name of ungrateful did I not do yon 
all the juſtice in my power, for the ungenteel 
treatment you have met with on my account. 
Had the ſcurrility reach'd no farther than 
my neighbourhood, as I can now go abroad, 
your taking any farther notice of it would have 
been unneceſſary ; but how far the ſlander may 
have reach'd I cannot gueſs : but if beyond my 
ſmall circle of acquaintance, you can beſt deter- 


- 


mine what ought to be done, 
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Dur obliged and very humble ſervant, 


Eton, October 30, 
1759. 


JOSEPH BEN WELL. 
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